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CONFIDENTIAL LILONGWE 1253 
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SUBJECT: NEW SECGEN OF MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY (MCP) NAMED 
REF: LILONGWE 1 192 

1 . NATIONAL MCP HEADQUARTERS ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 8 THAT ROD WELL 
MUNYENYEMBE, MEMBER MCP NATIONAL EXECUTIVE AND MINISTER EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH, WAS APPOINTED BY LIFE PRESIDENT BANDA AS NEW SECRETARY 
GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY OF MCP EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 7. 
SAME COMMUNIQUE ANNOUNCED THAT WADSON DELEZA, WHO HAS BEEN ACTING 
SECGEN AND ACTING ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY SINCE MUWALO'S OUSTER, 
WAS NAMED DEPUTY SECGEN AND DEPUTY ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY TO 
MCP. 

2. COMMENT: MUNYENYEMBE WELL KNOWN TO EMBASSY AS SERIOUS AND 
PERSONABLE (SEE BLANTYRE A-l 1 OF FEB. 23. 1974 AND BIO REPORT 
PREPARED SEP. 13, 1973). RECENTLY HE HAS REPRESENTED GOM AT 

EMBASSY RECEPTIONS MARKING OPENING OF NEW LILONGWE CHANCELLERY AND 
JULY 4 BICENTENNIAL. HE HAS BEEN IMPORTANT SPOKESMAN FOR LIFE 
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NORTHERN REGION FROM WHENCE HE COMES (CHITIPA DISTRICT). HE 
HAS REPRESENTED MALAWI AT MANY INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, AMONG 
THEM 30TH UNGA AND RECENT NAIROBI NESCO CONFERENCE. GIVEN HIS 
NUMEROUS SPEAKING AND REPRESENTATIONAL FUNCTIONS, IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO EVALUATE HIS PERFORMANCE AS MINISTER ALTHOUGH NEITHER OF HIS 
PRESENT PORTFOLIOS ARE PRIORITY AREAS FOR BANDA. PRIOR TO 
ASSUMING HIS PRESENT DUTIES HE HAD BEEN MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND MINISTER OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL WELFARE. AS 
A NORTHERNER HE WAS THOUGH TO BE ON THE ROPES DURING HEYDAY 
OF GWEDE AND MUWALO BUT NOW HAS CLIMBED TO REPLACE THE LATTER. 

HIS ENTIRE GOVERNMENT CAREER MANIFESTS QUICK ADVANCEMENT. WHILE 
WE EXPECT HIM TO BE A LOYAL TOOL OF PRESIDENT BANDA, HE HAS 
AWWAYS IMPRESSED THE EMBASSY AS REASONABLE AND INTELLIGENT MAN, 
AN INDICATION THAT EXCESSES OF GWEDE-MUW ALO DAYS MAY BE AT AN 
END. MANY MALAWIANS HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED TO EMBASSY RELIEF 
AT DEMISE OF GWEDESAND MUWALO AND HAVE INDICATED THEY LOOK 
FORWARD TO BETTER DAYS. ALTHOUGH IT DOUBTFUL THERE WILL BE 
PROFOUND CHANGES IN BANDA'S RULING STYLE. 

3. LIFE PRESIDENT HAD MINISTER YOUTH AND CULTURE (CHAKUAMBA PHIRI) 
TELL DIPLOMATIC CORPS DEAN THAT DIPLOMATIC CORPS SHOULD KNOW THAT 
MUWALO AND GWEDE HAD BEEN IMPLICATED IN ASSASSINATION PLOT AIMED 
AT LIFE PRESIDENT DURING RECENT NORTHERN TOUR AND THEY MAY BE 
BROUGHT TO TRIAL. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT MCP APPARATUS IS SPREADING 
THIS STORY AT PARTY MEETINGS. WE ARE FRANKLY SKEPTICAL OF THIS 
ASSASSINATION PLOT STORY AND SUSPECT IT MAY REPRESENT. ON PART 
OF THE MACHIAVELLIAN BANDA, ATTEMPT FOCUS ON MUWALO RESENTMENTS 
FOR UNUSUALLY HARSH ACTIONS TAKEN BY REGIME OVER PAST YEAR OR 
SO AND AT SAME TIME GIVE HIM GROUNDS FOR HARSH MEASURES AGAINST 
ANY "NEW" OPPOSITION, REAL OR IMAGINED. 

STEVENSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECRETARY GENERAL, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 NOV 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MartinML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LILONG01253 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D76041 9-0008 
From: LILONGWE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761 163/aaaacckh.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 LILONGWE 1192 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <08 SEP 2004 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW SECGEN OF MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY (MCP) NAMED 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, Ml, (MUNYENYEMBE, RODWELL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



